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For as the body without the ſpirit is 
dead, fo faith witbout Works 1s 
dead alſo, 


Athias a Michou, tclleth us the reaſon 1. « c.5. be- 
whv the Tartars embraced Mahome- {4% 4% 


 tiſm, was becauſe the Saracens per{waded 
| them, that, that Religion was more favou- 
| rable and fit for their turn, than the itrict 
| and rigid Chrijiian, But had they been ac- 
| quaineed with coſe indulging comments 
| which we our ſelves (as occalion hath ſerved) 
have made. on It 5 4414s nicd not have in 
| the. {ca{t diſheartned them. There 1s no 
Texr fo ſevere, no ſaving fo hard in it, that 
thele, with one diſtinction and cyaſiun or 

B anuthcr, 


and. 


TY 


another, have not ſoftned and ſweetned (gy 


that even the moſt delicate and wanton Pa. | 


lates may away with them. Finding it irk. 
ſome to rectify their Manners by the Rule, 
to ſatisfy their grumbling Conſciences, Men 
have bowed the Rule to their Manners ; 
And to avoid the Reproach of diſobeying 
the Oracle, found out Devices to Mifinter. 
pret it. So the Athiopian, that he may 
ſcem Beautiful hinafſelf, Painteth his God 
black too. 


Tho' 'tis but now and then, we mee} 


with a boyſtcrous Athieſt ſo rude, as im- 
pudently to daſh the Looking-glaſs againf 
the ground, becauſe it ſheweth him fight; 
ſo unwelcome and aftrighting ; yet nothing 
more common than to uſe ſuch Arts in or: 
dcring and placing it, that 1t may be ſurc 
to flatter, and reflect things pleafingly. 
Tho' the moſt Charitable Religion the 
World was ever bleſſed with, it hath been 
quoted in Juſtificaton of Cruelty. and 
Perſecution : Tho' the molt ſincere Religion, 
it hath bcen alledged as a Warrant for Per- 
fidiouſneſs and Aguivocation : Tho' the molt 


Rational Religion, it hath been wreſted to 
hallow 
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hallow Enthuſiaſm and Diſorder. Pure and 
ſpotleſs, holy and harmleſs as 1t is, yet as 
if Celſus and Zozimus's Malicious Calumny 
had becn true, that it was indeed an Aſy/um 
where the moſt Lewd and Scandalous Of- 
tenders were pronuſed Proteftion ; ſcarce 
any thing fo grofly Vile, that ſome or 0- 
ther have not pleaded its Commiſſion for. 
And notwithſtanding the clear obligation 

which it layeth upon \ the Profeſſors of it to 
al good Works, ſome have taught as if it 


. 


| were a ſpecial Diſpenſation from the doing 


them. So inſtead of Conſcientiouſly paying 
theſe Debts, they deny them, Audaciouſly 


\ appealing to the Book, that they are alrca- 


dy diſcharged by another for chem, and 


' are not now owing. 


Even whule the Apoſtles were alive, there 
aroſe Men ſpeaking ſuch perverſc things ; 
and again(t theſe St. James directeth a con- 
lderablc part of this Epiſtle, irretragably 
proving the neceſlity of Univerſal Obedi- 
ence, in order to our cverlaiting Happi- 
neſs; that the belief of our Religion 
will neycr profit us without an anſwer- 
able Converſation : For as the body with- 
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out the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without worls 
is dead alſo. 

In which words here arc the Szbjed and 
its Predicat to be confidered of. 

The Subjef 1s Faith. 

What is here Predicated of 1t, 15, That 
without Works it is dead, as the body without 
the Spirit, 

The former of theſe the Subject here ſp0- 
kcn cf, 1s Faith. 

Very glorious things arc ſpoken of this 
in the Book of God ; but 1t 1s a word of 
ſuch - various; {ignifications, and there are 
ſo many things of the Name, thatit ſeem 
cth a little difficult to ſay, which ot them 
they muſt be applicd to. In the Latin 
Concordance of the Vulgar Bible, pub: 
lithed by Srepharus, there are reckoned 
up no IG than ty enty two ſeveral accep- 
rations of it, with the divers places 
of Scripture ſet down, - that have bcen ac- 
counted to refer . to cach of | them, 
Nor. to take up your time about them, 
conſider it as that Theological Grace, 
diſtinguiſhed trom Hope and Charity, and 
it 1s but another word for Believing, and 
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ſo .is an aflent of the mind to all the 
known Revelations of God, whether Do- 
&rincs, or Commands, Promiſes, or Thrcat- 
nings, as unqueſtionably truce and cer- 
wa -c;; | 
If this: account ſcem not fo accurate as 


| ſome Scholaſtick, or fo Spiritual as ſome 


Praftical, Divincs, have given of it, we need 
not be. concerned, bccauſe the Holy Gio! 
_ ſ»caketh of it on this wile, Zeb. rt. 
. Faith is the ſubſtance of things hope: d for, 
he evidence of things not ſe en. That is, it 
s ſuch a Conviction of the truth cf thoſe 
things winch God hath ſpoken, thu' we 
have no Ocular or Sen{ible demonitration 


of chem, as makeath us patiently and conf1- 


dently expect the fulfilling them. Thus 15 
the genuine, proper, and comprehenlive 
Notion of 1t. 

If any ſhall ſay it is not ſuch a general 


Fath the Goſocl ſ:teeth fo great a Price up (a) Þs Co a 


on, but a ſpecial one ; if 'by ſpecial they : 
mean an undoubting Perſwalion, a, certain. : 
and full aſſurance of our own Juſtification (c 
and Salyation, as (a) Luther, (b) Calvin, 5; 


(c) beza, (d) Lancby's ; and ſeveral uthers, de crrs 
about / ” TY IR 


* J':de Baro- 
num Phils. 
Theol. Ancl. 


Exercit, 3. 
Davenant 
D eterm. 


Q. 37. 
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about that time, ſpake of this Grace, in 
their Definitions of it ; with due reverence 
to the Names of thoſe uſeful Men 1n they 
Generations ; this is ſo far from being x 
more excellent kind of Faith, that, to ſpeak 
plainly, it is no Faith at all. The Objc& 
of faith is Divine Revelation, which in this 
caſe being but general and conditional, ſuch 
an Abſolute and Particular conclufion, if it 
be not a Deluſion, and over-weaning opinion 


of our own State (which 1t 1s to be feared | 


too off it 1s) yet however, it never ſo well 
grounded, it can be at moſt buta Rational 
Deduction ariſing from Selt-examination, 
By reaſon therefore of the Inconveniencies 
they perceived it clogged with, this {ince 
hath becn gencrally quitted by the mo 


* Tudicious of them, who in all other things 


adhered tothem who firſt broached it, they 
chooling rather to excuſe thoſe Worthic 
in this, than defend them. 

But notwithſtanding their warineſs in this, 
inſtead of contenting themſelves with that 
plain, ſimple, and ſubſtantial account, the 
Scriptures give of it, theſe alſo have nicely 


Coyned ſo many diſputablc ſorts of it, as gave | 
but 


S af 


but too nwch occaſion to Maldonat's ſpite- 
ful Sarcaſm upon the Churches Reformed, 
chat they had (alluding to the Aguivocal- 
weſs of the Latin Word) Tot fides quot in 
hra. 

” Beſides that of Miracles (which is now 
caſed ) the moſt famous diſtribution of it, 
sinto theſe three Kinds : 


Temporary, 
Hiſtorical, and 
Juſtifying. 


And yet theſe Terms, currantly as they 


have paſſed, 1t may be upon ;conſiderati- 
on will appear not ſo much to have cx- 
plained as confounded the thing ; and 
indeed, to have been but diſtinctions with- 
out a difference, 

For that which they call Temporary Faith, 
the faith of them that believe but for a time, 
1s of the ſame Species with that which they 
call juſtifying ; the duration of a thing 
doth not at all bclong to the Eſſence of it ; 
He was as truly a Man that dyed at Thir- 
F, as he that hycth while he 1s Four- 
{core. 
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ſcore. And our Saviour ſpeaking of n, 
Lake 8. 13. doth not make it to be ano. 


ther, but the ſame kind of Seed thar fell 
upon the Rock, where it withered away ff | 
after it fprang up, becauſe it had no Root, f 1 
with that which fel! zpor the good ground, | : 
and brought forth fruit with patience. 

And 1o that which 1s called 7zſtifjinÞ , 
Faith, conſidered in it ſelf, 1s nothing dF ( 


but that which they call Hi/ftorical, which 
without all doubt doth 7zftifie, 1t all thokff 1 
other things which the new Covenant doth 
require to the juſtification of a Sinner doth 
accompany it. Every one will ſubſcribe 
to that of our Apoſtle, v. 14. of this Chap. 
tcr, that if aman ſay he hath Faith and hatj 
not Works, his Faith cannot ſave him. So that 
faith ot no kind, when it 15 alone 1s juſti 
tying ; and faith of that kind they call Hijk 
rical made perfett by works, will be juſtifying 
And thus upon the whole matter 1t 1s evFf 
dent, that he who doth rcally belief, 
whatſoever 1s contained in Gods Word wh 
>c true, hath Faith; whatever other Grate 
he may bc deficient in. 


But 
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But leſt any Man ſhould, from ſome 
miſtaken places of Scripture, Aarrer himſelt 
that this is ſufficient to qualihe him for the 
your of God, and adnuſſion into Heaven: 
We are informed, that without a good life 
x will neyer profit, 

This is that which 1s here Predicated, 
and declared concerning fairh. The other 
General of the Text, that without Works 
it is dead, as a Carcaſs when the Soul is 
departed : For as the body without the ſpirit 
is dead, ſo faith without works is dead alſo. 

And here again there 1s 


A Suppoſition, and an 
Aſſertion. 


The Suppoſition 1s, that faith may be with- 
out works, 

The Afertion, that whereſoever it 1s fo, 
it 1s unacceptable to God, and unprofitable 
unto Men 7t is dead. 

The Szppoſition here 1s, that faith may be 
without works. 


It it did neceſſarily draw Obedience after Cameropre- 
[* (3s fome with plauſible ſhows of reaſon *#«4 44: 


have” 
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have attempted to maintain) this whole dif. 
courſe about it, would have been omitted 
as impertinent, Why ſhould our Apoſtle 
have argucd fo earneſtly and cloſcly about 
an utter impoſſibilgy. 

It is true, there can be no good works with. 
out Faith, Hcbr. 11. 6. Without faith it i 
impoſſible to pleaſe God, for he that cometh to 
God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek, him 
He that doth not believe this, that God 
will reward him for it in another World, 
will never Mortity his corrupt inchnatiqns 
in this, 

Bur true as it is, that..there can be no 
good works without Faith, it 1s as true, 
that there may be faith without good works; 
clſe why arc we cxhorted,. 2. Per. 1.5,. To 
add ro our Faith Vertue. It this habit could 
not be in us 1dle and un-active, there 
would have been no more need of it, than 
to admoniſh the fire that 1 would 'warm, 
or make orations to the water, that it would 
cleanſe, or moiſten. Ir is a Moral motwe 
to good Works, but it is no rrefiſtible Cauſe; 
no, it may. be barren and untruitful, Ir is40 
in two ycry common Caſlcs : In 


t 
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In caſe of Inconſideration. 
In caſe of Preſumption. 


[. Firſt, in caſe of Inconſideration, There 


' jsno queſtion bur thar it is ſufficient to pro- 


duce good works. St. Gregory Expounding 


Theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that believe, in *® 
my name they ſhall caſt out Devils, they ſhall 
ſpeak, with new tongues, they ſhall take up ſer- 
pents, if they drink any deadly thing it ſhall 
mot hurt them, they jhall lay hands on the ſick 
and they jhall recover : Becauſe (ſaith he) faith 
doth not work theſe Wonders now, ſhall we 
fay 1t 1s not Faith 2 No, it doth now as 
mighty things upon the ſpirits of Men, as 
then 1t did upon their 'Bodics, Where ic 
xeally 1s, 1t cafteth out * Devils (till, the Envis 
ous, the Proud, the Unclcan, the Revenge- 
tul, evcry Evil Spirit that poſſefieth Mcn. It 
maketh Men ſpe ak with new tongues full, that 
which 4s $004 to the tiſe of Editvihg; inſtead 
of Blaſpiicinies, -Slanders, Lycs, Oaths, Cor- 


-rupt and Filthy Communication, It tah-th 
up Serpents {tt}, tinging Scots and Cenſures, 


G 2 when 


, B. Greg. in 
that paſſage of our Saviour, Mark 16. 17,18. Ea. bom. 


Co þ 
when called to it, the greateſt dangers and 
loſſes, for the keeping of a good Conſcience, 
If they drink any deadly thing it ſhall not hurt 
fach ſtill, the ſollicitmgs and temptations of 
bad Company, which 1s ſo deadly unto thou. 
ſands, they ſhall not be Poyſoned with: 
They ſhall lay their hands on the ſick, and 
they ſhall recover (till, their many Infirmiriey 
and Frailtics they labour under, by< degrees 
they ſhall overcome and conqufer, waxing 
ſtronger in the Lord : Theſe (faith he) are 
the wonderful effects of faith (till. 

But then it muſt be remembred, it pro: 
duccth them, not as a Charm, but as a 
Medicine ; not in a Magical way, but ina 
Moral. Ir repreſenteth Arguments to our 
hopes, and Fears of ſuch amazing moment, 
as arc proper and apt enough to influence 
the ſtupideſt, or wildeſt Perſons, that will 
but weigh them ; but yet no Vertue will 
come our of them except our Minds touch 
them. 

And are there not ſome, who ſeldom or 
never ſeriouſly, and in carneſt, think of theſe 
things, tho' they know them 2 And then 
what. can be expected? The ſharpeſt b_ 
W 
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will not cut, as long as it 1s-in the Scabard. 
In this caſe, tho' there be Faith, woful cx- 
perience ſhoweth, it worketh. no more than 
the Potion 1n a Glaſs, which the Patient doth . 
not-take, 1n the caſe of Irconfideration. The 
other 1s like urito it, and that 1s, 

[I. The caſe of Preſumption. Altho' Icon. 
ſderation with the Philiſtines, cutterh the. 
Hair wherein the ſtrength of Faith lveth ;. 
this will not ſerve always; in time it wall 
grow again, and make 1ts freſh aſſaults on 
us Tho' Men may for a while, by caſual 
or contrived diverſions, have theſe things 
out of their thoughts, they cannot fo utter» 
ly rid their Conſciences of its company, but 
that ſometime or other it mceteth them, as 
the Angel did Balaam, with a naked Sword. 
nits Hand, fo dreadful], that it maketh the 
the moſt Brutiſh ſort of Sinners, for the. 
preſent, to ſtart and boggle in cheir ways ; 
and yet, for all this, oft-times they will not. 
0 back again, 

No, when they dare not run full-butt 
againſt it, then they find our a trick cunning-. 
ly co ſlip by i. They ' ſuppoſe the things. 
to be true, but then they pronuſe theme. 

{clves 
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ſclves that they. will be wiſe. They reſolye 
they will repent before they dye, and then 
they aſſure themſelves the threatning will 
not take place. 

Bchind this Sconce they ſtand ſecure, 
again(t the moſt dreadtul Artillery of Hex 
ven that is diicharged at them ; havin 
once imbibed this Opiat Principle, like thoſe 
Indian Kings, mentioned by * Philoſtratus, 
when they had drunk out of their Enchant: 
cd "MC they conceive themliclves Invulne- 

rablec 

Thar Servant who had not quite loſt al 
fear of his Lord, but bclicycd hc would call 
him to a reckoning ; when once he ſaid : 
Is Heart, that he (a) delayed bis coming, 1 
would be a grcat while firſt ; Ar the As 
ſent maketh bold to ao anv thing, Smiteth 
his fellow Servants, and eateth and drinketh 
with the drunken. 

It is a very Arheiſtical Age we hve m, 
but ver I am very tar from thinking all che 
loofe ones mn 1t to 5c Atheiſts ; moſt of them, 
I perſwade my {cIf, bcheve there i IS A- God, 
and that hc will | Dy no Mcans acquit the 


guilty, but with them 1 the Prophet, who. 


{aid 


al a k 


lid, The Vifton is for many days to come ; £2ek.12-27- 


they hope hereafter will be time enough to 
be reconciled to him ; and with this Salvo 
tis they ſin fo unconcernedly, and their faith 
fitcth 1dle all the day long without works, 

God grant it do not ſo with any of us, 
while the Night cometh, thatlong and dif 
mal Night when no Man can Work! 

To prevent ths mighty Evil, know aſſu- 
redlv, that. as long as it 18 fo with any of 
us, Our {tate 1s as dangerous : I nugnt add, 
more, than if we had no faith ar all. 

This is the thing here ailerted, the great 
Truth in the: Text now to be diſcourſcd of 
concerning faith, that as long as 1t is without 


'm0ks, 1t is Unacceptable to God, it is unprofi- 


table unto Men ; it is dead, For as the body 
nithout the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works 
is dead alſo. | 

There 1s no ſuch plenty of Faith on the 
Earth now, as to bring down the price of 
It; bat rare as 1t.1s, 'tis poſſible to oyer-rate 
t, And fo we ſhould moſt unreaſonably to 
think 1c 1s all char God requireth of us under 
the Goſpel. Thus 1s to repreſent the Chriſtt- 


a Rebgion more. abſurd than any. None 


{o 
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ſo Prodigal, as to engage its rewards to x 
many as are of it, meerly for bclieying 
ſome of its Articles, except they arc like. 
wiſe obſervant of its Precepts ; but this were 
to make the Commandments of God of ng 
Obligation, to as many as ſhall bur conf. 
dently rely upon his Promiſes. 

If it be ſo difingenuous an abuſe of the 
kindneſs of Men, to nuſconſtrue their word 
{roke in our fayour, and put ſuch an extrz 
vagant ſenſe on rhem, as they never intend: 
cd, what would it be to deal fo with the 
words of God ? Inſtead of bleſſing his 
Name for ſo gracious a Pronuſe, that for 
the Merits of his Son he will accept of the 
ſincere (tho' umperte&t) Repentance and 
Obcedicnce of every one who by Faith layah 
hold on him; to pretend, that laying hold 
of Chriſt by Faith 1s all that he requirah 
to the Juſtification of a Sinner. 

God torbid, but that we ſhould give unto 
Faith the things that are Faith's, that we 
may, and y<ct rot own all thoſe indiſcrect 
and dangerous Hyperbolcs, that ſome n 
their hcats have magnityed it with ; this 
Were to take away from Works, the _ 

enal 


{ 
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that are works. Now look upon faith as 
ſeparate from theſe, and as great and ne- 
ceſſary a grace as it1s, there 1s nothing in it 
which may not be found in a reprobate and 
calt-away. 

There are but three things that can pro- 
crly be_ reckoned up belonging to it, Know- 
ledoe, Afſent and Afance. | 

As to [ſnowledge there 1s none can make 
any doubt of that, hayc all the works of 
iniquity no Knowledge ? have they not 
known? have they not heard ? yea verily, 
that Servant who did itnot, vet knew his 
Maſters Will as well as any of them. 

As for Aſent, the Devils go beyond us all 
n it, they give it without any mixture of 
doubting- Ir fillech them conſtantly with 
tormenting fears, they believe and tremble. 

And tor Afrance, except there were more 
ground for it, alas ! there is but roo much 
of 1 among the molt ſottiſh of the people. 
The fooliſh Virgins, tho' thev had To oy/ 
in their Lamps, were as coniadent, cpt as 
ſoundly as the wiſe. 

Theſe things with their due concomntants 
arc glorifications ot God, and their prailc 18 

in 
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in the Goſpel : Bur alone by themſclves, 
like the unfruitful light of the Sun in Win. 
ter, or thedeceptions of a flattering dream, 
they are meer entertainment for 1maginat- 
on, they bring nothing to pertection. That 
faith which 1s compounded of all theſe 1n- 
grcdients, 1f 1t be not accompanicd with a 
holy life. the Apaitle here comparcth to a 
dead body whoſe ſpirit is departed from it. 

And there are two things wherein it much 
reſembleth 1t 

1. Firſt as the dead body without the Spi- 
rit 1s imperfet, wanting 1ts beſt and nobleſt 
part, fo 1s faith without works wanting that 
which dignityeth and compleaccth it: without 
theſe, it appearcth by the view we juſt now 
have rakenof the parts of it, 1t1s 1n'the fight 
of God of no pricc. 

This ſome have not without probability 
conceived to be one of che chief of thoſe 
things, which Sr. Peter pointeth at in his 


brother Paul's Epiitics, ſo hard to be under: 


flood, which they that were unlearned and um. 
ſtable, wrejted to their own deſtruftion, his 
doctrine concerning faith. becaule of his at- 
tributing ſuch blcſied cttccts to it (tho he 
mcant 
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meant 1t only of ſuch a faith as workerh by 
hove, as he expreſ{cth himſclt to the Galati- 
ans, Chap. 5. 6. tclling the Corinthians, 
1 Epaſt 13. 2. that he thar hath al faith, 
fucth of any denomination, ard hath not cha- 
rity is nothing ) vet there were a fort of men 
who took occaſion from thence to teach, 
that all he intended was only an inward and 
frong pecſwalion, of the vertue and cfhica- 
cyot Chriſt's merits and ſatisfaction; and if 
people but ſo believed, it was enough 3; not 
much matter how they liycd. 

Several of the Ancients, and among them 
&. Auguſtine, hath affirmed, that the firſt 
Epiſtle of St. John, the ſecond of St. Peter, 


' the Epiſtle of St. Jude, and this of St. James, 
all inſiſting fo peculiarly upon the neceſliry 


of obedience, and keeping the Command- 
ments of God, were written chieftty for the 
confutation of that pernicious tenent. 

All who carctully, and without prejudice 
read the Scriptures, will cafily ſez, that theſe 
make repentance and rewneſs of life, as nuch 
2 condition of our pardon and lalyation, as 
faith 1c (elf, So that wnen theſe arc attri- 
burcd fo. eminently and peculiarly unto 

| D 2 faith, 
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faith, we arc not to underftand it of thi 
Grace ſingly : but of the mother with her 
daughters, her, with her whole family of 
evangelical duties, Thus St. Paul (who x 
moſt appealed to in this cafe ) expoundeth 
himſelf, Rom. 10. 16. they have not all obey. 
ed the Goſpel, for Eſaias Jaith who hath belie. 
ved our report. Where obeying the Goſpel in 
the former part of the Verſe, he calleth be. 
lieving inthe latter: accordingly he chargeth 
all that ſhould preach it to the end of the 
World, Titus 3. 8. to teach and affirm con- 
ſtantly that they that believe in God, ſhould 
be careful to-maintain good works. Shewing 
that our betieviug 1s ſo far from exempring 
us from thena>that 'ris a peculiar obligation 
to abound 1n them. | 

As when Abraham tclleth Sarah that ſhe} a 
was a fair woman to lookupon, he meancth s 
ſhe then was, with her ſoul remaining in 
her : whcn that was departed, ſhe was þ 
ghaſtly a ſpectacle, he ordered her to bt 
buried out of his ſight : So doth the Apoſtle 
when he ſpcaketh of this Grace fo highly, 
he meancth it as enlivened by inherent holi- 
neſs, otherwiſe, when 1t 1s without thar, i 

x 
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$2 dead body without its ſpirit, aptly here: © 
compared to it, becauſe of its imperfettion. 

2. There is another account may be ren- 
dered of it too, why it is reſembled to a dead 
body without its ſpirit, and that is becauls of 
nsuſeleſneſs. 

Thclc bodies of ours fo wonderfully made, 
whcnonce they ceaſe to be animated, what 
xe they good for ? They have mouths, but: 
they ſpeaknot ; eyes have they, but they ſee 


not ; they have ears but they hear nor ; noſes- 


haye they, but they ſmell not; they have 
hands but they handle not, feet have they, 
but walk not; neither ſpeak they through. 
their throats, Andit 15 no better with faith. 
t ſelf, when unaccompanied with a religi- 
ous life, It 1s altogether as inſignificant to. 
any ſaving purpoſes, 

We find God in mercy making abate- 
ments for matters of faith, where the per- 
ſon Icadeth a pious and good /ife. Corne- 
lius had not any explicit knowledge of 
Chriſt at all, yet being a devout man and 
me that feared God, he is aſſured by an An-. 


gel that his prayers and his alms were come Ads rs. 6. 


up for a memorial before him. Burt where 
there 


[ 22 } 


there tsnot a pious and. good dife, Godhah | . 
no regard to the moſt orthodox and relying [* 
faith. Our Saviour telleth us plainly, tha Þ 
itisnot the calling him, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
give us entrance mro Heaven, bur rhe duing 
the will of our Father which is in heaven. 
They who run down this as /eg 4 preach- 
ing, and as the more evangelical wav, ſpend 
themſelves in exhorting their hearers to get 
Chriſt, to lean on Chriſt, to caſt themſelves 
on Chriſt, one would almoſt think had 
diſcovered fome other Chriſt, then him the 
Goſpel ſpcaketh of. His doctrine was ofa 
different form and tendency : In the firt 
Sermon that he preached, he cautiouſly 


informeth the people of this, that he came Þ* 


: not t0 deſtroy the law but to fulfill ir. To can 
ccl any part of our duty toward God or 
man, but to adyance 1t toa higher degree 
of perfection, Ir were to be wiſhed there 
forc, that they who ſo much aftect, woull F 
take care to exvlain,exvreſhons of ſuch indehs 
nite and ambiguous fignification, leſt char 
followers ſhould miltake their berter mcan- | 
ing, and inſtead of being built ap 1n their 
moſt huly faith, receive the Grace of God in 
vain, 
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ix, and cauſe 23he way of truth tobe evil 
len of. 
Let not any think to ſhelter looſe and 
angerous notions in this kind, under the 
wthority of the reformed Churches. Tho 
ſe have been much ſcandalized by the 
Mmaniſts unon this account; as Iicentious 
ntheir tencnts, and. defpifirs of god works 
becauſe thev exclude them from juſtifica- 
m, attributing that to faith 0211 ) 1t 18 very 
wſclefly ; for when they ſpe.k of ju/lifying 
ithchey do it inſfuch a way,as ſhowerh them 
ay innocent and free from the charge : 
nd that in truth it 1s the manner of their 
raking, rather than the thing thev ſpeak, 
at grveth offence to them. For when ihey 
«ribe this fort of taith, they put in morc 
a 1s properly faith'to appretiate it. For 
hen they ſay we are juſtified by faith only, 
11g ſpkrve what they will have this juf{ifying 
6. Fro be. Becauſe it 15 beſt known to, and 
\«r $9 have the greateſt ſway with, thoſe a- 
1n. $20g us, who have moſt need to be difa- 
er (cd in this mater, I ſhall only mcncion 
in © Ajſembly of ' Divines, whoſe words in 
tin, '® confe/fton of faith, are theſe. - —_ Cap. 14. 
aith 
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faith, a Chriftian believeth to be true, why. 
foewer is revealed in the word, for the authgj 
ty of God himſelf ſpeaking therein, and alle, 
differently upon that which each particular pq 
ſage thereof containeth; yielding obedience |, 
the commands, trembling at the threatnin 
and embracing the promiſes of God, for this lj 
and that which is to come. They ſuppe; 
theſe effects ſo inſeparable from true fait 
that when 1t 1s proved, not only that 
ſidered in 1ts own nature, 1t may be; þ 
that often it hath been withour them: it 
{ill replied, it is not ſucha faith whichth 
mean, and call juſtifying. 

The forcign Divines, whom theſe follo þ 
cd have ſpoken ſo much to this purpoſe, fonff re 

a) Chamier making this habitto be in the will, (a) oth 

Panftratie tO CONtain 1N It þ'pe and charity ; (b) tif 

4% -+12- that modcrate and very yudicious writer lf h 

(0) Zxgee le Blanc after an cxac&t and imparrtial ſtan lit 

m prefars4 the Quellion about our juſtification by fayy - 

ex#t. Pauli. and ſummoning up what the moſt conſid fin 
able on both ſides grant and deny, condÞ my 
cth, that, tho the doctaine of the Ron] n 
Church in ſome other points 1s ſuch, aÞ thi 


not ſo conliſteat with the truth which J cio 


| 
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| they have been by their adverſaries com- 
zelled roown + Tho' ſome writers of the re- 


Gel formation haye let fall many things which 


pdf ſeem contradittory, and have necd of a ve- 
'e of xy kind interpretation to reconcile them; tho' 
inf on both ſides they charge one another ſo 
5 i tughly; as if they ſtruck at the very founda- 
pd Gon of Chriſtanity ; vet would they have 
fail but the patience to conſider what one ano- 


Vide Le 
Blanc The. 


co ther ſay, this controverſic between us and /e: 7%. 


"# the Papiſts would appear not much more, 
Y after all, than a ſtrife of words. 

Upon this account ſuch as have ſpoken 
moſt favourably of a death-bed repentance 
J have juſtly affirmed it ſo extreamly dange- 
rous to rely on,not only becauſe there are fo 
many ſeveral ways of mens going out of the 
world, ſome of which deprive, of time, 0- 
Lf hers of facultics : but becauſe it beareth fo 
an little and fo ſuſpicious fruit, 
fo - Not but that where ſuch repentance is 
110 fincere and cordial, he who foreſeeth all fu- 
cl tare contingencies, and the effects of things 
oy m their cauſes, may, in this ſenſe, call che 

vj things that are not as if they. were, and gra- 
Wy couſly accept according to that: which : a 

E man, 


Quomed) fi> 
des Juſtificet 


See, $9. 
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man hath, and not according to chat which 
he hath not : But yet it muſt be faid, that 
chroughour all the Bible we have not a pro- 
miſe, that.God will accept the molt godly 
dearhdor a wicked lite; good wiſhes tor good 
WOrks: v7 | | , 
Io: bodv Saco need 'have been 

angry with St. James, as to deny the truth 
and authority of his Epiſtle u; on his (core, 
as.1f the contents of it -were cont: adictory 

to the tenour of other Scriptures, thok 

 _ paſſages which have made any think ſo, as 
Rom. 4. 5. 10 him that worketh not, but believeth in hin 
that juſtifieth the. ungodly. I delire to ly 

Phil. 3. 9. found in him, not having mine. own righteou- 
neſs which is after the law, but that which is 
through the Faith of God, and the; like; 
arc to be underitood, chiefly of the works of 

the ceremonial law, which the Jews fo tena 
cicuſly adhered toz as 15 evident by the 
whole - Epittle ro the Galatians ; partly of 

the works of the moral law, whuch the Gentiles 
performed. by the power of Nature, as ap- 
peatcth by the two firſt chapters to the Rs- 
mans ;* but if we ſpeak of the works ot rhe 


evenge/ical. law which proceed from feith, 06 
E: t 


C37] 


atance of the ſpirit; If we turn over the 
whole new Teſtament we ſhall be fo far from 
finding atry- thing in derogation or 'diminu- 
non of them,that it will appear they are the 
great delign of - our religion, fo the Apoſtle 


lleth the Fphſtans, we are his workman{kip, FphcC2.16, 


neated in Chriſt Jeſus unto good werks, which 
God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them. Tho there is not fuch merit in 
tem, that we ſhall be faved for them, 
yet there 15 'ſach necellicy of them, char 
we ſhall not lc ſfaycd wihour then. No be- 
lieving withgut obedience will avail us ; for 
& the body without the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith 
pithout works is dead allo. | 
This being ſo very clear, giveth caule ec: 
cough ro ſpend more than the remainder of 
the tune 1n Jamentation, mn ſad lamentation 
for the - dead, I mcan for the faith of Chris 
fians, whoſe want ot works doth ſo plainly 
marufc{t 1t hath ro. generally given up the 
hoſt. Inſtead of making 1t the guide and 


rale of our hives, we ule 1t. as a name of far 1 Kings 9. 


tion and diſtinction 3, wrangling , and cla- 
mouring, as the Harlots. did bctore So/omon 
about the child; one ſaying the faith is mine, 
| 2 ' an 


Jude 3, 
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the other, nav, but it 1s mine; only wik 


this woful diffcrence;; theirs was aboutz 


living child, ours ( God knoweth ! ) abou 
a dead one, What can we think elſe, wha 
we ſee it on all hands to be ſo very void works: 

This is fad in any that call themſclyg 
Chriſtians, but we have the leaft to excuk 
our ſelves, of any,By how much our faith i 
the ſounder, by ſo much 1s our {in the great 
er. For, however we may flatter our ſclye 
it will be more tolerable in the day of ac 
count for ſuch as haye been ſerious even in! 
trifling religion, than for ſuch as have bea 
eifling in ſuch a ferrous one. The Kingden 
of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſne 
and peace and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt. 

It1s aduty indeed, and a commendabl: 
one 0 contend earnefily for the faith once 4 
livered to the Saints, but what will it be bu 
a reproach to us, if all our zcal be onlv fot 
the profeſſion of it, and we have none, ft 
thoſe fruits of it, as are moſt becoming Saints 
Be not tlecerved, God is not mocked, tor what: 
ſorver a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 

Truſt ye not then in lying words, ſaying 
the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of . 
1 | Lor 
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Lord. The Proteſtant Religion, the Prote- 
flant Religion, It will be but odious to 
ouy God, and fulſom to men, if it be not adorn- 
hen ed with an aman( vcrable converſation. 

tl Who then is a wiſe man among you, and en- james —— 
Ive dued with knowledge, let him ſhow out of a 
cu good converſation his works with meetneſs of 
by wiſdom : that ſo our protcilion and our 
cars practices may meet together, our faith and 
vs our works kifs each other, and glory may 
'F dycllin our land. 


